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Tuberculosis
The Facts
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TB is caused by tiny germs that can be breathed into the lungs.
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TB is either Active (signs of illness are usually present) or Latent (the person carries the germ but cannot infect others).

A PPD – skin test will reveal evidence of TB germs in a person’s system.

TB is most commonly spread to people who spend a lot of time indoors with someone who has active TB.

People with HIV are at higher risk for contracting TB.
PREVENTION
Quick Identification – This means helping to identify persons suspected or known to have TB as fast as possible.

Prompt Treatment – After completing 1-3 weeks of treatment, most patients do not spread TB germs. This does NOT mean they are cured. The only way to cure TB is to complete a full course of drug therapy.

Isolation – Patients suspected or known to have TB are placed under airborne precautions until they are no longer infectious.

SYMPTONS

Persistent cough for more than 2 weeks              

Coughing up blood





Night sweats 

Weight loss

Lack of appetite

Fever

Isolation and Precautions

In addition to Standard Precautions,
Follow guidelines for Airborne Precautions:
Use gloves and mask - N95 mask. 

Put the patient in a negative air-pressure room.
Practice strict hand washing.
Always close the room door.
During transport, place a surgical mask on the patient.
All physicians, employees, students, and volunteers who have been fitted must use the N95 mask.

