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Understanding 
Magnetic 
Resonance 

Imaging - MRI 
What is magnetic resonance imaging?
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Magnetic Resonance Imaging is a diagnostic imaging procedure that uses a large magnet to produce pictures of the body’s internal organs.

Safety Precautions

MRI Magnet is always on!

Since the procedure involves a very large magnet, patients/staff will be asked to remove watches, jewelry, and any other metal object. Patients/staff will also be asked to remove hearing aids, dental bridges or dentures, and credit cards. 

Patients/staff with pacemakers should not enter the room.

Patients/staff should not go into the room without doing a screening first.

Patients/staff should be instructed to inform the technologist about any metal in the body. This may include metal joints, prosthetic devices, pacemakers, wires, surgical clips, metallic foreign objects in the eye, or surgically implanted devices. Inform the tech if you have ever been a welder or a metal worker.

MRI studies are not routinely performed on pregnant women. Have the patient inform the tech if she thinks she might be pregnant.
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