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Radiation Safety

When using proper precautions, ionizing radiation is safe and very useful. In the medical community, radiation is primarily used to diagnose illnesses, provide therapy to treat cancer, and for medical research.

Minimizing Risk
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 TIME = Keep exposure to the shortest time possible.
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 DISTANCE = Keep as much space between you and the radiation source as possible.

[image: image10.png]


 SHIELDING = Use your lead apron, step outside of the room, shut the door. If you are issued a dosimetry badge, be sure to wear it!

Safety Procedures
[image: image16.wmf]A three-bladed design that is magenta, purple or black in color on a yellow background is the international symbol for radiation. Every employee should recognize this radiation hazard sign. It may be found on doors to departments, hallways or rooms, work areas within restricted areas, waste cans, package labels, fume hoods, sinks, and refrigerators. All radioactive materials must be clearly labeled.
If you see this sign in your work area, you should 

contact Jana Miller, the Radiation Safety Officer, immediately.

Always be sure that you are permitted to enter any posted area before entering. Many areas throughout the hospital have the potential for employees to receive small amounts of radiation exposure. You should be aware of the following areas where there is potential for higher exposure to radiation:
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 Oncology Nursing Unit (6 East)
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 Radiology Department
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 Cancer Center
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 Nuclear Medicine
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 Interventional Cardiology Lab

If you are assigned to work in any of these areas, you will have a Department Specific Radiation Orientation. If you do not work in these areas but have questions concerning radiation exposure or concerns, call the Radiation Safety Officer.

All patients who have a radioactive material placed in their bodies are given a green armband.

The Radiation Safety Officer should be involved in any equipment purchases or patient safety events involving radiation or radiation producing equipment. 

Jana Miller, the Radiation Safety Officer, can be reached by looking up her extension in the RMH Corporate Directory or by calling the Switchboard.
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