Utilities and electrical safety
Utilities

Typical utilities include but are not limited to:
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 Telephone
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Water
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 Sewer
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Heating
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 Cooling 
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Medical gases
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 Elevators


Use the SAFETY REFERENCE FLIP CHART for basic initial response to any system failure. Know where it is kept on the unit or in your department.
Emergency power receptacles are the RED colored outlets you see throughout the    hospital. Only essential equipment should be plugged into these outlets.

If there is an equipment or utility failure, contact the Maintenance Department.
Electrical Safety Tips
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 Plugs & sockets should fit firmly, requiring some effort for insertion & removal.
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 Always grasp the plug to remove it from the socket. NEVER pull on the cord.
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 NEVER use”Cheaters” which convert 3 –prong plugs to 2-prong plugs.

[image: image12.png]


 Check cords frequently for fraying, bare wires and other defects (especially check where cord & equipment connect).
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 Label and report all damaged cords & equipment immediately.  
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 Keep cords out of the way of traffic to avoid tripping.
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 Avoid using extension cords.
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 If a patient brings in a personal piece of equipment (hair dryer, electrical razor) have maintenance check it out before use.
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 Portable space heaters are not allowed.

In Case of Electrical Shock

1. Call for HELP!  Emergency response number is x36111 in the main hospital or 911 off-site.

2. Don’t touch the person being shocked to avoid being shocked yourself.

3. Break the circuit. Pull the plug, turn off the power, or use a non-conductive material (wood) to break the circuit.

4. Assist the victim.                              

